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Lord Sainsbury of Turville, the British Minister for Science and Innovation, will be the keynote speaker for the 2nd Annual Britain and Russia: The New Wave conference and exhibition in Moscow on Friday, 14 December. Organised by London-based Eventica, this high profile, 

bi-lateral New Technology event is designed to create closer links between Russian and UK IT, internet and telecoms companies. Venue will be Moscow’s prestigious new Tsar’s Garden Business Complex.

A highlight for this year will be a well-publicised event for the general public, organised in association with the British Council. This will feature an interactive exhibition of many of Britain and Russia’s latest hi-tech achievements, which Russians can attend personally or participate in online. The theme will be: “Creative Computing: British and Russian Innovation in IT and Engineering Entertainment.”
“Warmup event”: Russian Mission to UK in October

The Moscow conference will be preceded by a week-long tour of Russian IT companies around the UK from 25 to 31 October. It will commence with a visit to IT companies in Scotland from 25-27 October, followed by a one-day conference at DTI (Department of Trade and Industry) Headquarters in London on Monday 29 October and a tour of England on the 30th and 31st. 

The conference at DTI on the 29th will also be opened by Lord Sainsbury. Mission participants will have an opportunity to speak on discussion panels throughout the day, together with representatives of UK companies. The theme will be “British and Russian Cooperation in IT.” An evening reception will follow.

Programme for December

The business-to-business element of the December event in Moscow will feature an exhaustive programme of workshops that will allow British and Russian companies to discuss collaboration in internet development, e-commerce, animation and graphics, virtual reality and artificial intelligence, financial and accounting software, wireless/3G technology and other fields. There will also be discussion panels on business support and development issues, such as IT project management and marketing, IT training, the role of business lobbies, and the UK and Russian models for the relationships between government and industry, and business and academia.

A Series of Events in the IT Sector

Britain and Russia: The New Wave is part of a series of initiatives that Eventica is running, with support from Trade Partners UK, the British Embassy in Moscow and the CBI. Last December, the first “Britain and Russia: The New Wave” conference in Moscow was attended by over 250 of Russia’s top IT and internet companies, and featured a strong delegation of over 15 UK firms, including Psion, Autonomy, Yahoo UK, ARM, and Zeus Technologies. Most recently, on 6-8 June, Eventica assisted the British Ambassador in Moscow, Sir Roderic Lyne, in recruiting UK IT companies for a mission to Novosibirsk, often referred to as the “Siberian Silicon Valley.” The Russian IT mission to the UK this autumn will be the next major event.

Huge Potential of Russian IT

Russia is well known for its abundance of creative and highly skilled scientists, programmers and engineers. It faces an enormous challenge in the years ahead to harness this talent and experience and become a major global player in the information age. Britain and Russia: The New Wave will explore the role that British IT companies and the UK government can play in helping to chart the way and provide a long term vision. 

About the organisers

Eventica, previously known as RBCC Enterprises, is a specialist in conferences and trade fairs that bring together Russian and UK companies. Previous events include the DTI-sponsored Britain in Russia exhibitions in Nizhny Novgorod, Ekaterinburg and Samara-Togliatti 

(1995-2000), the Russian Economic Forum, held annually in London since 1998, and last December’s inaugural Britain and Russia: The New Wave conference in Moscow. 

For more details, please contact Simon Joseph, Project Director, on +44 (0) 20 7510 2560 or email sj@ru2uk.com.
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